
Farm & Community Immersion FAQ: 

Who will I be working with?  

http://www.quailsprings.org/about-us/our-team/ 

What is the history of this organization?  

http://www.quailsprings.org/about-us/our-story/ 

What does living off-grid mean? 

Staying at Quail Springs is an adventure! We are entirely off-grid, meaning we do not use 
public utilities. We use composting toilets. We light fires for hot showers during the colder 
months. And most importantly, we derive our electricity from solar panels. Therefore, you 
should prepare for noticeable differences from many communities: no outdoor lighting at 
night, restricted electricity and water use, continual monitoring of resources, and greater 
sharing. Please be prepared to conserve energy and resources while staying with us. While we 
do have internet, our bandwidth is extremely limited and does not allow for streaming or 
downloading videos, music, podcasts, or phone/computer/app updates. 

Camping accommodations are rustic as well. That said, being in a close, direct relationship with 
the land and its resources cultivates deeper appreciation and is one of the hallmark benefits of 
staying and working at Quail Springs. 

What would I need to bring? 

This list provides a rough overview of essential items for long-term stays: 

● A personal vehicle is highly recommended 
● A tent. Must be waterproof! Consider bringing an extra tarp. The larger the tent the 

more comfortable. People have felt very comfortable in canvas bell tents, for example 
● Bedding: pillow, sheets, blankets, AND a sleeping bag. Even 0 degree sleeping bags will 

not be enough for some cold winter nights 
● A hot water bottle is recommended 
● Towel 
● A thicker sleeping pad/cot would increase longterm comfort 
● Sunhat, sunglasses 
● Water bottle (or 2) — insulated types are great 
● Bandanas (2) for dust 
● Clothing for hot days (especially light button-ups/long sleeves and light pants) 
● Clothing for frigid nights (wool is recommended) 
● Calendar/personal datebook 
● Notebook and/or sketch pad & pens and pencils 
● Watch/ alarm clock (solar- or battery-powered) 
● Shoes: consider sandals or slip-on shoes, shoes comfortable for walking long distances 

on rough terrain, rain boots, and work boots 
● Headlamp and batteries or solar lantern 

http://www.quailsprings.org/about-us/our-team/
http://www.quailsprings.org/about-us/our-story/
https://www.google.com/search?q=3m+canvas+bell+tents&safe=off&client=firefox-b-1&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwju_PaexKjhAhWIsVQKHTimD3EQ_AUIDygC&biw=1140&bih=675
https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&client=firefox-b-1&biw=1140&bih=675&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=IK6eXOOGG5b6-gSYnJuwCg&q=hot+water+bottle&oq=hot+water+bottle&gs_l=img.3...57572.59322..59449...0.0..0.0.0.......1....1..gws-wiz-img.vqRzW14ED8E


● Personal medicines and toiletries (greywater friendly: no sodium or sulfates. We 
recommend products like Burt’s Bees and Dr. Bronners) 

● Personal (non-refrigerated) snacks, if wanted 
● Optional but helpful: your own gardening gloves, pruners, a harvesting knife and 

sheath, and/or a pocket knife. (We can provide the linked items, if you let us know in 
advance.) 

For further questions, please contact us. 

Would my diet be accommodated?  

We currently accommodate a range of food allergies, as well as vegetarian, gluten-free, and 
dairy-free diets. While we do raise our own animals for meat, we more often eat vegetarian 
meals. That said, our menu is nourishing, varied, and omnivorous, drawing from our home 
grown ingredients as much as possible, and supplementing with seasonal, local ingredients 
when available. If you have other specific needs, please contact us to discuss. 

I have scheduling conflicts during the allotted time. What is the protocol around that?   

Scheduling conflicts—both planned and unplanned—are inevitable. Please let Quail Springs 
staff know as far in advance as possible if you need to leave the site for more than the allotted 2 
days off per week, and keep us informed of any emergencies. No refunds will be made for 
extended absence, including to those asked to leave the site. To discuss your scheduling 
questions and needs, please contact us. 

How much time do I get off? 

We ask for 5 days on, 2 days off + 14 vacation days for a 6-month commitment. 

Do people hold outside jobs at Quail Springs? 

Not usually. Because of the isolation of our site, as well as the immersive nature of the 
experience, participants usually find that they are fully engaged with the variety of 
opportunities that present themselves while living in the community. We encourage 
participants to use their unstructured time for reflection, integration, and self-care. In the past, 
participants have saves money beforehand or used sites like GoFundMe to obtain the full 
benefits of this dynamic learning experience. We request that you contact us about special 
circumstances. 

Will this opportunity be offered in the future? 

The Immersion is generally opened up every 3-months for new participants. 

Can I come for less than 6-months? 

We do allow shorter commitments during the summer months (June through September). 
Please contact us! 

https://www.felco.com/za_en/felco-8.html
https://www.johnnyseeds.com/tools-supplies/harvesting-tools/harvest-knives/victorinox-serrated-knife-9634.html
https://www.johnnyseeds.com/tools-supplies/harvesting-tools/victorinox-knife-sheath-9635.html?cgid=harvesting-tools#start=1
http://www.schoolofintegratedliving.org/contact


I already know I want to be there longer! Is there an opportunity to be hired on by Quail 
Springs afterwards? 

Not everyone will have the opportunity to stay on past the 6-month commitment. That said, we 
are always open to seeing how a relationship continues.  

As a young non-profit, we do not have great funds for providing stipends. In fact, many of our 
long-term staff are volunteer.  There are other creative ways to earn income, however. We can 
have this conversation after we get to know you more. 

What if I find it’s not a fit for me after I arrive? 

Once you begin, there is an initial 30-day trial period. During the trial period, program 
participants and the Quail Springs community can terminate the agreement without cause. 
The refund of the course fee during the 30-day trial period will be pro-rated based on the 
length of your stay, less the $350 deposit. 

If I am participating while the PDC is being held, will I be able to attend it as well? 

Our Permaculture Design Courses are large, “all-hands-on-deck” events for our community. 
For this reason, we typically address this question on a case by case basis.  

Are you able to accommodate my campervan? 

Yes, we are able to accommodate campervans but we have limited spots for them--meaning 
there is less freedom of choice of where to park it and we don’t have space for many. 

What is the protocol around hosting guests? 

We, of course, welcome friends and family to visit! To help with food/propane costs, we ask for 
a donation of $12-$15/day or $25/day during catered courses. Guest housing is sometimes 
available with advanced coordinating and reservations. 

What is the application process like? 

Please take care to fully fill out your application so we may best get to know you. 

Once we receive your application, our staff will email you to confirm receipt. If your 
application is approved, we will set up interviews with potential candidates. We are 
hard-working farm folk, so please be patient with response time. But also don’t hesitate to 
check back in on the status of your application. 

The number of applications we receive continues to grow, and the number of available 
spots is small. Once a spot has been offered, we will ask for a $350 nonrefundable deposit 
to hold that space.  

 


